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but were marched right on , and after p assing through the , 
townl we took the road that bore t owards York river. That 
night when the camp-followers and stragglers came into 
camp they told us that our army had been surprised at 
William burg and that many men were kill ed. That sur­
prise ought not to have taken place. Some one was negli­
gent. 

On the next day we still continued in our m arch to lean 
over towards York river. 

Gen. Franklin, with a large forc e, was going up the river 
on transports, escorted by g un-boats ; and we were to pre­
vent him from getting between Gen . Johnson and Rich­
mond or .interfering with the retreat. 

We ltad quite a battle near Barh amsv'ill e or Eltham's 
Landing. The enemy aft~rwa rds claimed it a success . . 
We thought we succeeded. W e did not drive his fl e~ t 

down the river, he h ad too many g un-boats , but we pre­
vented his coming off the river t o impede the movements 
of our army. 

Th e army was now welI on its way on the retreat from 
the Yorktown peninsula. The ordnance stores ar: d othe r 
suppli j::s tha t h ad been abandon ed must h a ve b een im­
mense. Some of it was brought down to the lines near 
Yorkto wn within a day or tw~ before the ret reat began. 
\Vas that good man ag ement? W as it a necessary loss? 

The march back t owards Richmond was very disagreea­
ble. There had been a g reat deal of rain ; the roads were 
very bad, muddy a nd miry. W e got separat ed from our 
commissary wagons. The men suffered with hun ger. 

O ne evening whe n the. regiment was fil ed out of the road 
to camp-they had been with out ration s a nd none we re in 
sight-a wagon ca me along loaded with corn in th e ear. 
It was intended for the horses, but the men were so hun gry 
tha t , upon the suggestion by S0me one that parched corn 
would do for subsistence, they rushed for the wago n and 
would h ave emptied it but for the interference of the g uard, 
who told them that the commissa ry wagon was comin g . 

When the a rm y g ot within the lin es tha t were finall 
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chosen for the defense of Richmond our camp was north of 
the city. 

On the 29th a nd 30th of May we had heavy rains . A 
fearful thunder storm passed over our camp. 'On e stroke 
of lig htning in our brigade ,disa bled for a time about thirty 
m en, o f whom it was said that four died. The description 
o f that storm as given in the Richm ond ' Examiner the next 
mornin g was most g raphic. It w,\s r emarkable as a literary 
production. 

. In conseque nce of these heavy rains the Chickahominy 
river W a S much swollen, and Gen. J ohnson, who had with­
dra wn mos t of his a rmy t o th'e south sid e ' of that stream 
thoug ht it a g~od time to attack McClellan, whose arm; 
was on both SIdes of the, river. On the 3 t st of May we 
we re h ur :-ied out in the direction of Seven Pines and joined 
in the attack. ' 

F or a while we drove the enemy in fine style. Th~y 
must h~ve b~en completely s urprised, for we passed throug h 
camps In whlc.h w e fo und their dinn er in the kettles being 
cooked, an d III so me cases it was smoking -hot on their 
camp-tables . After drivin g t~em back for a con siderable 
distance they began to make a s tan d, a nd the fi ghtina be­
ca me furi ous . A s we afterwards l.e arned, we were n~t fa r 
fr ~m Fa~r O~ks ?ta tion a nd ne arly opposite "The Grape 
Vill e .B n dge , whIch was a new bridge constructed by them. 

Relllforcements from the north side were pouring across 
this bridge a nd o ur adva nce was stayed . Gen. J ohnson, 
together with President Da vis and Gen . G. W . Smith, with 
a nu~ero u s sta ff, came up in the rear of our brigad e. 
Here It was tha t Gen . J ohnson was wounded . . That was 
nearly ni ght, a nd as it was a dark evenin g the h eavy battl e­
s moke soon made it impossible to see, a nd the firin g ceased 
and we made no furth er a dva nce. The next mornin g , 
Sunday, June 1st, fo und the two armies still in front o f each 
~the r. T But n ~ heavy fi ghting was d one on our part of the 
11l1e. I hey dId considerable , shellin g from the north side 
of the ChickahOrhiny. So ended the battle of Seven Pines 
and Fair Oaks. 
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